[11:6 A] 


[B] 


[C] 


[D] 


[I] That which you have said applies to the lesser matters 
[one must urinate], but as to the more sizable matters, if 
one can endure, let him endure [until after the prayer]. 


[J] R. Jacob bar Abiah in the name of R. Aha: ““Guard 
your feet when you go to the house of God’ (Qoh. 
5:1). Guard yourself when you are called to the 
house of God, that you be pure and clean.” 


[K] Said R. Ab, “‘Let your fountain be blessed, [and 
rejoice in the wife of your youth’] (Prov. 5:18). 
Let your rendezvous with the grave be blessed 
[and without sin].” 


[L] Said R. Berekhiah, “‘A time to be born, and 
a time to die’ (Qoh. 3:2). Happy is the man 
whose hour of death is like the hour of his 
birth. Just as at the hour of his birth he was 
clean, so at the hour of his death may he be 
clean.” 


R. Ba in the name of R. Judah: “[If a mezuzah’s] writing was in the 
shape of half a necklace [of three or more strings, in decreasing lines] 
if the topmost line was followed by a line [in the middle] containing 
two words, it [the topmost] must have three words, with the middle 
line containing two words, and the bottom-most line may consist 
merely of, ‘on the earth’ (Deut. 11:21) [the last in the mezuzah’s 
parchment].” 


R. Zeirah in the name of R. Hisda, “If the writing was shaped like an 
hourglass, the top line, below which are two words, must contain three 
words, and the bottom-most line [toward the narrow part of the 
arrangement of words] must contain two words, and as to the line in 
the middle, I do not know how long it must be.” 


R. Jeremiah said it; said R. Zeirah in the name of R. Hisda, R. Jonah 
and R. Yosé both say, R. Zeirah in the name of Asiyan bar Nidbah, the 
associates said R. Zeirah said it in the name of R. Hananel, “If the ink 
exuded from between the perforations, it is invalid. 


“What should one do? He should lick off [the excess] with his tongue, 
and the remainder will gel [dry in place].” 


[E] If one erred and omitted the Divine Name, there is a Tannaite 
authority who teaches, “He inserts the Divine Name [between the 
lines], and there is a Tannaite authority who teaches, “He erases 


